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Abstract  

This research paper explores the transformation of Indian home design through the combination of 

minimalism and traditional design philosophies. In the fast-developing India of today, the demand for 

constructing homes that are not just functional and sustainable but also culturally embedded cannot be 

denied. The application of three separate case studies allowed for the analysis of how simplicity is 

balanced with symbolism by architects. The Jacob George Residence in Kochi, the Development 

Alternatives World Headquarters in New Delhi, and Kolam House in Tamil Nadu all represent a hybrid 

architecture language, where all of the case studies differ from regions but all aim for the same goal. 

Together, all three case studies demonstrate how Indian homes today can remain rooted deep in identity 

and environment. This research paper seeks to explore how minimalist homes in India can coexist with 

sustainability and cultural richness without compromising on any key features. It explores how design 

elements such as courtyards, passive cooling, and local materials are being reinterpreted in new upcoming 

buildings. One of the goals is to explore whether minimalist houses can still facilitate traditional Indian 

ways of life and multigenerational families. Through comparative analysis of spatial planning, material 

selection, and symbolic elements in the three case studies, I aim to bring out the possibilities of hybrid 

architecture in India. The research also delves into whether homes today can be personal and rooted in 

memory, or if minimalism can be too sterile. I think Indian minimalism is special in that it does not erase 

the past but simplifies and refines it. This paper seeks to demonstrate that good architecture in India today 

needs to balance responsiveness to climate and cultural continuity. It's not just about building modern 

homes, but meaningful homes. 
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Introduction 
  

In the recent past decades, Indian architecture has undergone a significant transformation 

influenced by global modernist movements 1 . India’s evolving lifestyle choices and technological 

advancements, including the increasing awareness of environmental sustainability, have redefined the 

                                                           
1 Modern Architecture and 14 Influencing Examples in India.” The Architect’s Diary. April 18, 2023.  
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architectural norms2. Indian houses in urban and semi-urban settings seem to have adopted a minimalist 

trend. This shift not only reflects larger ideals like efficiency, consciousness, but also a respect for light 

and space along with aesthetic minimalism. Indian design, in my opinion, remains grounded with its 

native traditions and symbolic modes of cultural expression even in the wake of modernity and 

minimalism's encroachment. Historically, Indian houses were more than mere dwellings, but dwelling 

places that reflected regional craftsmanship, and spiritual beliefs. Indian design has long served a 

symbolic and cultural function. Resisting the loss of Indian architectural identity while adhering to the 

pragmatic, tidy, and abstract themes of contemporary minimalism is becoming more and more of a 

challenge for architects and homeowners. Minimalism in architecture is often associated with clean lines, 

uncluttered spaces, neutral color palettes, and the strategic use of natural materials3. Modernist strategies 

emphasize rationality and geometry. In a culturally dense nation such as India, an approach that is purely 

minimalist threatens a space from the highly emotional and cultural storytelling that characterizes home 

life. This research essay goes in-depth into the changing dynamics between tradition and modernity in 

Indian home architecture through a detailed examination of three unique architectural designs: The 

Residence for Jacob George in Kochi, The Kolam House, and The Development Alternatives World 

Headquarters in New Delhi.  

 

 Although each one of these spaces is different in geography, function, and design intent, they all 

show how minimalism and modernism are being combined with traditional Indian values, environmental 

awareness, and regional sensibilities. The Residence for Jacob George is a seaside house that blends 

vernacular materials with a modern layout. Its open space planning and natural lighting capture the 

minimalist spirit, whereas its focus on climate shows its connection to a traditional building. The 

Development Alternatives World Headquarters in New Delhi is no ordinary home; it demonstrates how 

principles of sustainability and passive design at the residential scale can be integrated within larger 

modernist schemes, and thus serves as a prototype for urban resilience and cultural sensitivity. This 

research seeks to investigate how architectural elements that previously served mainly for cultural 

symbolism and visual narrating are now being reconfigured and recontextualised in minimalistic schemes. 

This research paper examines how materiality, planning, symbolism, and environmental consideration 

cross over into these projects to create spaces that are modern but firmly rooted in Indian spirituality. This 

research seeks to contribute to a broader understanding of how architecture can evolve without losing 

identity and how it can be forward-looking as well as grounded in history. 

 

 

Theoretical Framework & Methodology 
 

 These houses are used as shelters but also as statements of lifestyle and values. For example, 

houses in Kerala extensively use timber, not only for aesthetic detailing but for their excellent thermal 

insulation properties, which help maintain a cooler indoor environment in the humid tropical climate4. 

Courtyards are a ubiquitous feature of traditional Indian homes, serving as gathering spaces for 

socializing and enhancing natural light and ventilation. Other features that balance aesthetics with 

functionality are sloping roofs and shaded verandas, which are also used in one of my historic bungalows 

situated in Khandala. Sustainability was instinctively felt by these architectural elements way before it 

                                                           
2 Soto, Cinthya. “20 Architecture Industry Trends: Technology, Design, and More.” OpenAsset. June 20, 2024.  
3 Aastha Rathour and Gunita Mankame, Decluttering the Future: An Analysis of Indian Minimalism, International 

Journal of Policy Sciences and Law, published March 31, 2021,  
4Dwello, “Kerala Architecture: A Timeless Blend of Tradition, Culture and Sustainability,” Dwello, (publication date 

not specified), accessed June 11, 2025,  

https://openasset.com/blog/architecture-industry-trends/
http://ijpsl.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Decluttering-the-Future-An-Analysis-of-Indian-Minimalism_Aastha-Rathour-Gunita-Mankame.pdf
https://dwello.in/news/kerala-architecture-a-timeless-blend-of-tradition-culture-and-sustainability
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went global. In contrast, minimalist architecture emerged in the West during the mid-20th century, rooted 

in modernist movements and philosophies that valued simplicity, function, and order5.  

 

The purpose of minimalism was to establish peaceful, clutter-free living spaces, which were 

defined by horizontal lines, open plan, monochromatic color schemes, and a lack of decor. Although 

minimalism was considered to be a Western phenomenon, it has also gained ground in modern Indian 

cities where space constraints, increasing construction rates, and environmental consciousness necessitate 

economical and functional design. The ability of minimalism to address the challenges of growing 

urbanization makes it especially relevant to India today. Minimalist ideas bring pragmatic and sustainable 

solutions to the growing population density and compression of space in cities. Despite their varying 

histories and aesthetics, Indian traditional architecture and minimalism today have similar values, such as 

the inclination towards natural materials, resource efficiency, and sensitivity of design to climate. By 

combining the purity and efficiency of minimalism and the richness of culture and environmental 

sensitivity of traditional design, new hybrid spaces that are contemporary but firmly based on context can 

be created. 

 

This paper uses a qualitative approach, using case study examination of three architecturally 

important houses, and conducting interviews with people who specialize in the field of design. These case 

studies were chosen because of their geographical diversity and differing strategies for incorporating 

traditional Indian architecture and minimalist design principles. The case studies that were chosen offer a 

foundation for analyzing the relationship between cultural heritage and modernist aesthetics. The paper 

relies on secondary sources, such as academic journals, architectural materials, such as books, and design 

publications, to support the analysis. The main focus will be placed on space planning and symbolic 

elements, all of which are central to comprehending how tradition and minimalism are used in each 

residence.  

 

Case Study 1: Residence for Jacob George, Kochi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Image 1 

 

 The Residence for Jacob George is situated in Kakkanad, Kochi, and was built by Design 

Combine. The project was completed in 2002 with a total area of 8500 sqft. This is an ideal case of how 

traditional Kerala architecture can be integrated with the principles of modern minimalism. This residence 

blends the environmental design with the aesthetic clarity and spatial functionality of contemporary 

                                                           
5 Architizer Editors, “Architecture 101: What Is Minimalism in Architecture?,” Architizer Journal, accessed 

June 11, 2025,  

https://architizer.com/blog/practice/details/architecture-101-what-is-minimalism-in-architecture/
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architecture. It remains a considered interpretation of Kerala's cultural identity within the contemporary 

domestic context. The focal point of the design is the use of internal courtyards, an ancient feature of 

Kerala houses. The courtyards are not just a decorative feature but also pragmatically crucial in 

optimizing cross ventilation and introducing daylight into the center of the house, which builds up a direct 

relationship with nature. This provides thermal comfort with less reliance on mechanical air conditioning 

systems. Natural cooling has been more and more incorporated in contemporary architecture, traceable 

back to the olden days. The courtyards in this house are modernized with minimalist landscaping and 

high-level detailing, providing peaceful, clean spaces that enhance social interaction as well as isolation. 

The physical design revolves around these courtyards in a manner evoking the inwardly focused plan 

characteristic of regional design but utilizing open-plan living.  

 

Unlike the compartmented buildings of older houses, this house uses fluid room-to-room transitions 

to give the feeling of openness and flexibility. The inside is characterized by minimalist lines, muted 

tones, and the absence of anything extraneous, the main points of minimalist design. The wooden 

staircases demonstrate the symbiosis of using natural woods in contemporary new homes and minimalism 

by combining metal and wood to add an impression of floating staircases. The stairway is a feature, 

featuring a combination of wood and metal, in a floating appearance that gives it a sense of visual 

lightness but maintains its structural integrity. This blending of tradition and engineering is the use of a 

careful balance between innovation and heritage. Sustainability is institutionally ingrained in the design of 

this home with the open courtyards and passive cooling strategies such as orienting openings to capture 

breezes and using locally sourced materials with high thermal mass that reduce energy consumption6. The 

selection of eco-sustainable materials, including recycled wood and energy-efficient lighting, further 

aligns the home with principles of environmental responsibility. Furniture throughout the house is 

customized to align with the minimalist aesthetic. Pieces are designed with clean silhouettes and are 

carefully scaled to maintain spatial openness. This approach avoids visual clutter and reinforces a sense of 

calm continuity throughout the living spaces. The integration of built-in storage solutions further supports 

the minimalist philosophy while ensuring functionality7. 

 

Case Study 2: Development Alternatives World Headquarters, New Delhi  

  

 The Development Alternatives World Headquarters, designed by Ashok B. Lall Architects, was 

reconstructed in 2007. This project is an example of sustainable architecture in India. Located in New 

Delhi, this commercial project exemplifies the integration of traditional Indian architecture with 

minimalist and environmentally conscious design8. The building is the headquarters of Development 

Alternatives, an organization that works towards sustainable development, and the building's architecture 

itself is a reflection and strengthening of this mission. The building has high ceilings and domes, which 

are inspired by the architectural form of North India but are also practical in nature. The domes and the 

high ceilings give natural ventilation and thermal comfort, and the courtyards allow daylight penetration 

into the inner spaces. These traditional passive cooling techniques extensively reduce the building's 

dependence on artificial climate control, in accordance with its sustainability goals. The building includes 

modern minimalist design principles. Its facades feature a judicious use of glass and metal, with the 

assistance of neutral color palettes giving a peaceful and traditional appearance. The interior spaces are 

characterized by open-plan configuration, linearity, and a productive use of work areas. 

 

                                                           
6 Rahul Mehrotra, Architecture in India Since 1990 (Mumbai: Pictor Publishing, 2011). 
7 Rahul Mehrotra, Architecture in India Since 1990 (Mumbai: Pictor Publishing, 2011). 
8Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction, “A Model Urban Building – Development Alternatives World 

Headquarters,” Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction, last updated November 1, 2008, accessed June 11, 
2025,  

https://www.holcimfoundation.org/about/news/foundation/a-model-urban-building-development-alternatives-world-headquart
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The project's commitment to sustainability without compromising architectural expression is very 

unique. The building employs a range of energy-efficient technologies, including solar panels, water 

recycling systems, and natural ventilation9. Locally sourced materials such as fly ash bricks, stone, not 

only reduce the carbon footprint associated with transportation but also reinforce the regional identity of 

the structure10. The material choices highlight a conscious move toward eco-responsibility and long-term 

durability, which is a blend of both traditional and modern sustainable design.  

 

 

 
 

Image 2 

 

The headquarters accommodates over 200 occupants, demonstrating that this hybrid architectural 

approach can be effectively scaled to meet the demands of a large commercial facility11. As opposed to 

smaller residential developments, the sophistication of designing for a high-density office setting further 

supports the validity of this model. The development shows that the combination of cultural authenticity 

and modern minimalism not only makes for a pleasing aesthetic but is also pragmatically possible on a 

large scale. This equilibrium reflects a larger architectural trend in India, in which quick urbanization is 

being balanced against cultural continuity and environmental responsibility. 

 

Case Study 3: Kolam House, Tamil Nadu 

  

 The Kolam House, located in Tamil Nadu, built by OWM Architecture and completed in 2020, is 

a compelling example of how traditional South Indian temple-inspired design can be seamlessly 

integrated with modern luxury and minimalist sensibilities12 . The project is deeply rooted in Tamil 

cultural symbolism but delivered in a sophisticated, modern architectural form. The home is constructed 

around memories and design motifs of her childhood. With close regard  

 

                                                           
9 Development Alternatives, “About Us,” Development Alternatives, accessed June 11, 2025,  
10 Development Alternatives, Green Building Centers: Building Sustainable Enterprises, Development Alternatives 

brochure (n.d.), accessed June 11, 2025,  
11 Rahul Mehrotra, Architecture in India Since 1990 (Mumbai: Pictor Publishing, 2011). 
12 Buildofy, “Kolam House | Buildofy,” Buildofy (Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu), completed 2020, accessed June 11, 

2025,  

https://www.devalt.org/about-us#:~:text=The%20Development%20Alternatives%20World%20Headquarters,justice%20and%20a%20cleaner%20environment
https://www.devalt.org/Pdf/Greenbuildingbrochure.pdf
https://www.buildofy.com/projects/kolam-house-coimbatore-tamilnadu
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Image 3 

 

for materiality, spatial planning, and cultural meaning, the Kolam House demonstrates the ability to 

embed an intense sense of place and still live cleanly and unencumbered within the contemporary era. 

The name of the house is rooted in spiritual and cultural allusions, starting with the name. “Kolam” refers 

to the intricate, symmetrical patterns drawn using rice flour outside South Indian homes, believed to bring 

prosperity and ward off evil13.In Kolam House, this pattern is both literal and symbolic. The exterior has 

an etched or inlaid Kolam pattern at the door, blending cultural symbolism with minimalism delicately. 

These patterns are not just ornaments, but they are narrative elements that link the occupants to heritage 

and daily ritual.  

 

There are the traditional elements used cleverly throughout the house. Teak wood doors, ubiquitous 

in South Indian houses and temples, adorn major entry points. They are trimmed with elegant, modern 

frames and small hardware. The Padikal steps, stone steps found in temple entrances, go into the house, 

negotiating the symbolic passage from the outer world into a domesticated sacred interior. These elements 

maintain their classic character but are reinterpreted to fit the minimalist aesthetic of the residence. The 

design of the residence is on a modern plan that emphasizes openness and natural flow from one room to 

another, eschewing the compartmentalization of typical older Indian residences. Interior spaces are 

created through neutral hues, natural fabrics, and subdued furnishings. Walls remain white or soft, earthy 

colors, with conventional features such as carved wooden panels or brass hardware allowed to be the 

focal point without overwhelming the senses. 

 

 The effect is that of a calm, sacred, and very thoughtful space. Furniture is tailored to fit the sleek-

lined aesthetic of the residence without sacrificing traditional forms. For example, low seating and hand-

sculpted wooden elements are reservedly deployed to preserve spatial openness. Rather than obviously 

decorative hardware, the home employs materials such as smooth concrete floors, matte-finish stone, and 

raw-textured wood to provide visual interest through texture and shadow, as opposed to color or 

ornamentation. This restraint helps to create the calm nature of the home. Sustainability is also embedded 

in Kolam House. The home relies on passive cooling techniques like cross-ventilation and thermally 

conductive materials in a bid to minimize the dependency on mechanized systems. Natural light is also a 

common theme running across the design, cascading through skylights and open courtyards, and also 

enhancing the ecological and spiritual balance of space. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13Renuka M., “Kolam,” Singapore Infopedia, National Library Board Singapore, last updated January 13, 2025, 

accessed June 11, 2025,  

https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=daeab56f-2261-4fb5-ac9b-7752449d1854
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Interviews and Analysis 

 

 The three case studies i.e. The Residence for Jacob George in Kochi, The Development 

Alternatives World Headquarters in New Delhi, and The Kolam House in Tamil Nadu, collectively tell a 

well-structured story of how Indian traditional architecture can be given new expression through the 

prism of minimalism. Although they vary in purpose, geographic location, and materiality, all three case 

studies show a common philosophy of design, the assumption that there is a contradiction between 

tradition and modernity, and that they can be brought together into homes.  

 

As part of the research paper on minimalism in Indian traditional homes, interviews with veterans 

in the design field were held. Through this process of interviews, the aim was to acquire professional 

expertise on how traditional architectural components are being conserved, reproduced, and reinterpreted 

in modern minimalist home designs. By examining specific case studies: Residence for Jacob George, 

Development Alternatives World Headquarters, and Kolam House, the paper seeks to understand how 

designers view the balance between cultural heritage and contemporary living and whether or not their 

design philosophies support or contradict the design intentions of these projects. 

 

Case Study 1: Residence for Jacob George, Kochi  

 

 The case studies do more than illustrate a stylistic syncretism; they provide a reflective, context-

sensitive template for modern Indian architecture. They illustrate that by choosing carefully on the level 

of material, form, spatial arrangement, and cultural iconography, it is possible to design buildings that are 

both modern and profoundly Indian. These buildings are not trapped in the past, nor unanchored from it.  

 

Parag Shah14 believes Jacob George’s residence reflects minimalist planning but lacks material 

authenticity. He supports integrating traditional sustainability methods like passive cooling into modern 

design. Mr. Shah sees minimalism as a tool that can refine heritage when applied mindfully. He supports 

hybrid styles that respect craftsmanship and believes traditional homes better support multigenerational 

living. If he were to redesign his home, he would blend minimalism with traditional elements for warmth 

and cultural depth. 

 

 Another opinion on Residence for Jacob George, Parag Parekh15 sees Jacob George’s home as a 

natural blend of traditional and modern, with elements like the courtyard and floating staircase creating a 

rooted yet updated feel. He supports using traditional cooling techniques in modern homes for comfort 

and sustainability. He appreciates minimalism for its clean, calm look but finds it can feel plain without 

personal touches. For him, minimalism can highlight cultural elements if used thoughtfully. He believes 

the shift toward simpler, functional homes will continue, though Indian touches will remain. He favors 

hybrid styles that respect craftsmanship while fitting modern needs. Minimalism, he says, can still express 

personality through selected meaningful items. It doesn’t erase culture if the core is preserved. Traditional 

homes, in his view, better support social and family life. If redesigning his own home, he’d keep it simple 

but include traditional features like wooden swings or natural materials for warmth and character. 

 

 These interviews reinforce the general argument that Jacob George's home is an exemplary, 

sensitive blend of traditional Indian architecture and minimalist modernity. In contrast, Kulin Kapadia16 

believes Jacob George’s home successfully blends tradition with minimalism through features like 

courtyards and passive cooling alongside modern finishes. He supports using traditional sustainability 

techniques in minimalist design for a better climate response. He values minimalism’s clarity but warns it 

                                                           
14 Parag Shah, Alcove Deisgns LLP 
15 Parag Parekh, JP Parekha and Sons 
16 Kulin Kapadia, Alcove Designs LLP 
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can feel sterile if it lacks warmth. When applied thoughtfully, it refines rather than erases culture. He sees 

a shift toward functional, low-maintenance homes among youth, leading to modern-traditional hybrids. 

Minimalism, when intentional, enhances authenticity and personal expression. He believes heritage can 

be preserved within minimalist design. For his own home, he would mix open layouts and local materials 

with minimal forms and traditional accents. 

 

 Although design professionals recognized its careful planning and incorporation of traditional 

motifs such as courtyards, some suggested that there should be even more authentic materials. Generally 

speaking, the case shows how minimalism and tradition can both be combined to achieve homes that are 

both culturally situated and spatially soothing, multi-generationally suited, and personality-expressing 

through deliberate design. Such as the use of floating staircases and the use of nature indoors. These 

elements show the fusion of new and old. 

 

 Even though such blending is highly advantageous, it does come with its own challenges. Its 

primary limitation is accessibility. The employment of green materials, handcrafted construction 

techniques, and custom architectural elements tends to drive up costs, so such housing becomes less 

affordable for the middle and lower classes.  

 

Older generations brought up with a traditional background might find minimalism too austere or 

effectively distant. Concurrently, younger generations might not always recognize or appreciate cultural 

symbols inherent in design as they grew up in a more globalized environment. Closing that generational 

divide requires intentional design training and storytelling that shows how old and new values can co-

mingle significance, and how architecture can be a living manifestation of that synthesis. 

 

Case Study 2: Development Alternatives World Headquarters, New Delhi  

 

Traditional characteristics included in the Development Alternatives World Headquarters are not 

overwhelmed by excess but are used within a minimalist framework. This is where minimalism is 

incorporated, not to remove identity, but to amplify it. Ravindra Kapadia17 believes the Development 

Alternatives HQ blends tradition and minimalism well through local materials. He supports using 

traditional sustainable techniques like passive cooling in modern homes. He values minimalism’s clarity 

but notes it can feel impersonal if not balanced with cultural elements. He sees minimalism as refining 

culture when done thoughtfully and expects hybrid designs to dominate as younger generations prefer 

functional, low-maintenance homes. He believes minimalism allows personal expression when intentional 

and doesn’t erase heritage if adapted well. In his own home, he’d combine minimalism with traditional 

materials and spaces for comfort and identity. 

 

 By embracing the mandates of both minimalism and tradition, architects are not simply designing 

handsome buildings but also defining the future of India's architectural identity in a manner that is 

inclusive, innovative, and extremely human. Robert Stephens 18  values the humility of minimalism, 

appreciating its simplicity and the way light, volume, and nature animate spaces. For him, minimalism 

can enhance cultural richness by creating focus rather than diminishing it. He suggests that the current 

preference for functional designs may stem from limited housing options in urban settings, rather than a 

genuine rejection of traditional homes. He supports blending minimalism with traditional craftsmanship, 

provided it is done with deep respect and understanding rather than imitation. He believes minimalism 

does not restrict personal expression but helps clarify what truly matters. While minimalism can risk 

cultural loss, he stresses that heritage is dynamic and should evolve. Traditional homes excel at 

                                                           
17 Ravindra Kapadia, Kapadia Consultants 
18 Robert Stephens, Self Employed  
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multigenerational living, though modern homes can too, if designed with shared spaces like courtyards 

and open areas. He confirms he would incorporate minimalism in his own home design. 

 

 Combined, their perspectives echo the central philosophy of the Development Alternatives HQ, 

which effectively integrates sustainable regional methods with minimalist principles. It lends credence to 

the argument that architecture can be both culturally and climate-responsive without elaborate 

ornamentation. The interviews also reinforce the argument that minimalism does not necessarily have to 

be sterile and culture-erasing; it can also be a directed, refined platform that enhances heritage through 

design decisions informed by local context and materials. They are transitional homes and institutions that 

speak to the resilience and agility of Indian culture itself, a culture that takes in, recasts, and goes forward, 

with always a strand of continuity. By embracing the mandates of both minimalism and tradition, 

architects are not simply designing handsome buildings but also defining the future of India's architectural 

identity in a manner that is inclusive, innovative, and extremely human. 

 

 Minimalist design strategies such as open-plan layouts, sparse ornamentation, subdued lighting, 

and a neutral color palette create a calming backdrop that brings focus and clarity to the spatial 

composition. The traditional elements are simplified and given space to stand out as focal points. This 

balance results in an experience that is clean and rich. It creates homes and workspaces that feel rooted 

and adaptable. 

 

Case Study 3: Kolam House, Tamil Nadu 

 

It is clear that Kolam House shows how features like courtyards, local materials, and cultural 

identifiers like Kolam patterns can be blended with minimalism. Ketan Kapadia19 views Kolam House as 

primarily traditional, stating it leans more towards heritage design than minimalism by contemporary 

standards. He firmly believes that old techniques of sustainability, like passive cooling and planning, 

should be incorporated in contemporary minimalist architecture, insisting that sustainability is an essential 

need in any design. He values minimalism for its elegant lines and less clutter, but does not perceive it as 

being counter to tradition. He feels minimalism and culture can go together, and mixing the two is a 

necessary way to safeguard both approaches to design. He feels that generations younger than himself are 

moving towards more of a functional and low-maintenance interior, but he does not believe this will 

redefine Indian home architecture forever. He sees the trend as evolving but not fully replacing traditional 

values. 

 

 Ketan Kapadia supports hybrid styles that blend minimalism with traditional craftsmanship, calling 

it a smart way to keep both design forms alive. He believes minimalism does not restrict personal 

expression, but rather reflects individual choice and personality. Regarding cultural heritage, he says the 

shift to minimalism does not necessarily result in its loss. He notes that traditional Indian homes still 

support multigenerational living, though the form is evolving; many families now buy separate 

apartments in the same building to stay close while offering independence to the younger generation. If he 

were to redesign his home, he would incorporate minimal furniture while preserving traditional elements 

through the use of curios and paintings, creating a balance between simplicity and cultural depth. 

 

 In each project, traditional Indian architectural elements are reinterpreted and incorporated in 

ways that enrich the spatial experience and deepen the connection between people, place, and memory. 

Milind Merchant20 believes that Kolam House successfully blends tradition with minimalism, explaining 

that courtyards are found in traditional homes all across India, and that local materials are “reinterpreted 

in a modern context.” He supports adopting traditional sustainability techniques, as they withstand 

                                                           
19 Ketan Kapadia, Pandora Infrastructure LLP 
20 Milind Merchant, Pixel Design 
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temperature and climate change without mechanical methods. He appreciates minimalism’s focus on 

space and calmness. He suggests that minimalism, when applied with cultural sensitivity, can “provide 

meaningful spaces that do not rely on decoration.” Although younger generations prefer functional 

interiors, he feels “cookie-cutter designs” limit personal expression. He views traditional craftsmanship as 

inherently minimalist and believes using less does not mean sacrificing individual expression. For him, 

minimalism doesn’t erase heritage unless it’s applied without context.  

 

 This accord forestalls Western minimalist style from turning barren by referencing local habits, 

climate, and handicraft. The interviews demonstrate how minimalism, used with respect, will amplify 

India's building identity without removing meaning and remembrance. Padikal steps, historically located 

at house entrances in Kerala, serve as both functional doorways and symbolic signifiers of passage from 

the external realm to the internal space of the house. In the same way, Kolam motifs, previously transitory 

floor designs made every day by women, are now translated into permanent spatial designs, directing 

layout and movement through understated yet powerful geometries.  

 

 The material selection extends beyond structure into color, finish, and detailing. While traditional 

Indian homes often embraced bold, earthy hues, and indigo blues symbolizing strength and spirituality, 

minimalist architecture tends to lean toward lighter, more neutral tones like white, grey, and beige, which 

allow light to reflect and calm to permeate the space21. The architects of these hybrid homes navigate this 

contrast by using muted, natural materials, polished stone, raw wood, textured clay, and linen-like plasters 

that provide subtle depth and warmth without deviating from the clarity and calm of minimalist aesthetics. 

These choices are not just visual; they appeal to the senses, inviting touch, interaction, and emotional 

connection with the space. 

 

Materiality plays a crucial role in this fusion. In traditional Indian architecture, materials were often 

chosen based on their availability, durability, and thermal performance. Wood, terracotta, clay, lime 

plaster, and natural stone were commonly used for both structural and ornamental purposes. These 

materials carried an innate honesty and texture that reflected their place of origin and tactile beauty. In the 

modern reinterpretation, these materials are often revisited and reimagined. For example, the Jacob 

George Residence employs a powerful combination of old wood and new metal in its stairs that floats, 

representing a literal and symbolic connection between ancient skill and modern lightness. Similarly, the 

Development Alternatives Headquarters combines local stone and fly ash bricks with new glass and steel 

in a commercial building that not only functions well ecologically but also manifest a clear regional 

identity. The Kolam House is strongly dependent on handmade tiles, raw texture, and lime surfaces for 

the retention of the olfactory and tactile luxuriance of traditional Tamil dwellings, yet with a minimalist 

design that enfolds flow and openness. 

 

The physical connections to heritage are fading away. Generic housing typologies and high-rise 

apartments fail to retain or reflect the singularity of Indian architectural history. Here, incorporating 

elements such as temple-inspired layout, handcrafted furniture, traditional floor patterns, or region-

specific doorways becomes more than a choice of aesthetics; it becomes an exercise in cultural 

storytelling. These details act as silent narrators of identity and continuity. They ground the residents 

emotionally and offer them a sense of belonging, reminding them of where they come from, even as they 

move forward in modern environments. 

 

 

 

                                                           
21The Architects Diary, “Earthy Homes in India: 20 Defining Styles to Explore,” The Architects Diary, accessed June 

11, 2025,  

https://thearchitectsdiary.com/earthy-homes-in-india-20-defining-styles-to-explore/
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Conclusion 
  

Minimalism in Indian architecture has been misconceived as a Western phenomenon that suggests 

wiping out traditional design, but actually, it is reinterpreting and maintaining Indian culture in the 

contemporary world. What this research has found is not conflict between old and new, but rather a 

combination of both. These buildings not only employ classical elements such as courtyards, teak wood 

doors, domes, Padikal steps, or Kolam patterns as ornament, but they also make them functional once 

more. They employ them to control light, air, temperature, and movement, but also provide room for 

emotion, memory, and identity. Simplification through design provides a pragmatic solution with its lines, 

free-flowing spaces, and judicious use of materials. But when mixed with ancient wisdom, such as natural 

ventilation, shaded courtyards, earthy materials, and culturally symbolic design, it becomes much more 

substantial. It produces homes and spaces that are modern but not cold, familiar but not time-stuck. It's a 

process of asserting that simplicity and depth are compatible.  
 

For most Indians today, particularly those living in cities, the physical attachment to their heritage 

is lost. Skyscrapers and cookie-cutter apartments don't have a history like ancestral homes used to. But a 

simple space with a Kolam-inspired floor plan, or a carved entry that makes someone think of their 

grandmother's house, becomes more than four walls; it is an emotion. A subtle sense of home. These 

touches, no matter how subtle, bear the burden of centuries of tradition, emotion, and identity. They 

enable individuals to feel anchored in a rapidly moving world. And for architects and designers, this 

method challenges creativity instead of constraining it. It requires them to re-imagine what makes a place 

significant, not in excess, but through intention, symbolism, and responsiveness to place. It's also a 

profoundly sustainable method. Historic Indian architecture was ever climate-sensitive, employing 

indigenous materials, sunlight, and air to maintain dwellings in comfort decades before air conditioning 

and the modern equivalent of insulation. 

 

As this paper explored, the minimalist-traditional blend isn’t just about design, it’s about values. It 

reflects a growing desire in India to move forward without letting go, to be global but not generic. And 

that’s perhaps the most important insight this research offers: that we don’t have to choose between 

modernity and tradition. We can design homes and cities that are deeply Indian and beautifully minimal, 

that serve today’s needs while carrying forward stories from the past. As India urbanizes and modernizes, 

we need buildings that are not just efficient and stylish but also emotionally resonant, environmentally 

aware, and culturally grounded. The architects featured in this study are showing us that it’s possible and 

even necessary to design with both the heart and the head. They’re creating spaces that are not just places 

to live or work, but spaces that feel alive. Spaces that breathe, reflect who we are, and offer a vision of the 

future that doesn’t forget where we came from. In a way, minimalism becomes more than a design 

choice; it becomes a way of honoring the past while making space for the future. And that, perhaps, is the 

true beauty of it. 
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